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THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION 


Since December 1950 a deputy commander for political affairs has been flotu.blis.hod 
at the company level with the rani: of Jr Lt or Captain. 


Deputy commanders for political affairs at battalion level were abolished at 
t\mo company political officers were established. Company political officer-.; 
now responsible to the regimental deputy commander for political affairs, thu 
automatically removing the need for the battalion political officer. 


(during World War II the Soviet loaders could appeal to Russian nat.'.oivali.yii 

and patriotism on the basis of a ruthless German invasion of Soviet territory, 50X1 -HUM 
However, in o. future conflict they must convince Soviet Army troops that, war *’ ** 
necessary to fight the “enemies of Communism 11 even tnough these enemies do net: 
overtly attack the Soviet homeland. Therefore, the step of establishing comp ^un- 
political officers was only one phase of a stepped up Soviet program ic political- 
ly indoctrinate all elements of the Soviet Army in the righteousness of a 
Communist inspired v;ar. 


An elaborate network of informers and bureaus exists in the Soviet Army for 
disciplining Soviet Army poroonnel who break the rules and regulations of the 
Communist Party. Political officers and their assistants act as informers. They 
report to the Regimental Party Bureau all anti-Soviet acts. The Regimental Party 
Bureau reviews the facts of a case and forwards its recommendations for disciplin- 
ary action so the Division Party Commission which makes the final decisions. 
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There are five degrees of punishment which the Regimental Party Bureau may recommend to the 
} ‘;y commission for infraction of Communist Party rules and regulations. 


. a ) 


ft>) 

U) 

(cl) 


(e 


Off the record verbal Party reprimand, a -warning, that another infraction of Com- 
munist Party rules will lead to severe disciplinary action. 

A Party reprimand entered into the record. 

A severe Party reprimand entered into the record. 

A severe Party reprimand entered on the records with a -warning of expulsion •‘■rum 
the Party . 

A recommendation of expulsion from the Party. 


The Division Part;- Commission may hand down a decision following the recommendations of the 
regimental Partv Bureau except for expulsion from the Party. In tne case expulsion from the 
Party is recommended the Division Party Commission is required to forward the recommendations 
to the Militarv District Political Directorate who makes the final decision. If the guilty 
party has been" a Party member of long standing and holds a relatively high position the 
Central Committee of the Communist Party usually assumes the responsibility for the case. 


Political officers do not have any special Party disciplinary power beyond the authority 
conveyed upon them by their military rank. They may and are encouraged to act as informers 
and to recommend to the Regimental Party Bureau a course of action. 


Nine tv -five percent of Soviet Army officers are Party members and consequently subject to 
Party discipline. In the case of EM and NCOs only one fifth are Party members.^ The remain- 
der of EM and NCOs fall outside Party disciplinary control. However, 2 5-30$ oi EM and NCJs 
are Komsomol members and, therefore, come under the disciplinary powers of that organization 
which parallel the system of the Communist Party. 


The MGB has limitless powers for disciplining Party as well as non-Party personnel oi.h^ 
Soviet Army. A special counter intelligence section consisting of 30 officers and EM at 
Division level has the power to arrest and deport all violators. At regimental level one ,o 
two special MGB Investigators maintain a special MGB section which gathers information 
from a network of informers among Soviet Army personnel. The Regimental Party Bureau and. 
all political officers are required to report all anti -Party activity to the regimenta 
section. The MGB has free excess to all material gathered by the Regimental Party Bureau, 
the Division Party Commission and political officers. 


Soviet Army officers and EM abhor political indoctrination lectures and constantly try to be 
doing some' important work at the time of lectures which will suffice as an s 

attending. However, strict disciplinary action, even imprisonment, may follow a continued 
absence from political indoctrination courses. Soviet officers and EM take only rue minimum 
interest necessary, in political indoctrination work to keep from being reprimanded. 


the Western Powers 


as usual, were referred to as the imperialists in contrast to the 
peaceful intentions of' the Soviet Union and the Soviet Army. The general impression conveyer 
W ..-m.,-..! „,.,ror,c. „»« the necessity of being prepared for war because of the threat to the 


by political organs was the necessity of being prepared 
Soviet Union presented by the " imperialistic Western warmongers . 
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All publications of the Soviet government were available [ 

1 i _ - TT f — -v, .r, A TD T» <"1 1 rrl 1*1 T T 


Red Stax, 


All -DUbllCaPlOnS OI OllK OUVICL. ... — — » — - — » - 

Tire Militar y Herald , The Soviet Warrior , and P ravda ,, .Local military papers at the uni i ^ 

were ~availab le at no cost. 


Libraries are furnished with news- 
The following papers were among 


for the enlisted man, as well as tne orncers* exuus. 

Lose available to enlisted mens Red Star, Pravda , Izveatia , Komolskaya Pravda, True., and tne 
magazines K roko d il and T be Soviet Warrior . 


SUM 
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On* half -hour of free time is allowed to all soldiers every day, during vhi ch time they 
may read the newspapers. It is usually in the evening 0 


They have, a general knowledge of what is happening in the world and do not reflect upon 
it- deeply because they are more interested in events directly affecting their lives „ 
They know that much of the neve concerning conditions and events in the Soviet Union is 
false through their own experience,, 


Soviet 


more tula 


i o listed men) are able to listen t.o the radio every day in their recrea- 
te though the- individual men do not have radios. Officers have access to 
and are able to listen to the VOA and BBC, f 


The propaganda is boring to 


a.llo Sometimes records are played and they ait enjoyable. 
I t he VOA and BBC broadcas ts V 


50X1-HUM 


have been instrumental in causing the defection of Soviet officers in East Berlin. 


| between various activities and in battle during quiet period,; 

read newspapers to the men and emphasize the current propaganda. 


a erge ant s fro quenf ly 
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Jthey are extremely boring, and are. immediately dismissed from any conversation among 

the men . 


11 Artis tic " films are shown, such as "The Count of Monte Cristo" „ fen. minute news ir 
are shown with every film. 


Enlisted men are permitted to attend movies two nights a week. Saturday and. Sunday. 
Officers may see films every day. 


evidence of disaffection in the ranks l 

is not expressed openly except in the East Berlin sector. 


the Soviet people knew of General Eisenhower. During World War IX, lie was 
well known as the Allied Military Commander in the West and the Soviet newspapers and 
radios carried favorable stories about him® Moreover, It was known to all that 
Marshal Zhukov gave him a fur coat In appreciation of his services and that General 
Eisenhower was favorably received in Moscow upon his visit there after the war® However, 
as soon as he accepted the position of Supreme Commander of the North Atlantic Treaty 
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